Town of West Seneca

TOWN Of Historic Commission
W S West Seneca Town Hall
E ST E N ECA 1250 Union Road
PROUD PAST - UNLIMITED FUTURE™ West Seneca, New York 14224

HISTORIC COMMISSION LOCAL LANDMARK STATUS REVIEW
REQUIRED SUBMISSIONS

The Town of West Seneca Historical Commission will review your application for local landmark status at a
regularly scheduled public hearing. The Local Landmark designation process is administered by the West Seneca
Historical Commission (HC) to protect significant buildings that are in the public’s interest to preserve. When
the HC determines that a building is significant and should be preserved, Local Landmark status can be granted
conveying all rights and protection defined by Chapter 78C of Town Code.

Five copies of the following materials must be submitted to the West Seneca Historical Commission ( West
Seneca Town Hall, 1250 Union Road West Seneca, NY 14224) in order for the landmark review to proceed, in
copies no larger than 11” x 17”, by the Additional Information Deadline of the corresponding scheduled public
hearing (see attached Meeting Schedule).

PLEASE NOTE: ONE COMPLETE COPY OF YOUR SUBMITTAL MUST BE RECEIVED BY OUR OFFICE ON THE FILING
DEADLINE DATE. IF ONE COMPLETE COPY IS NOT RECEIVED YOUR APPLICATION WILL NOT BE HEARD AT THE
NEXT PUBLIC HEARING.

= Completion of attached general information and contact form

= A narrative description of the landmark that substantiates its historical, architectural, geographical,
cultural and / or archaeological significance. A bibliography of sources is required.

= A summary demonstrating that the landmark meets one or more criteria for designation, per Section
78C-11, Criteria for Designation of Landmarks or Historic Districts, of Town Code. A proposed landmark
must meet at least one criterion to be eligible.

= Photographs showing all exterior elevations of the property. Interior photographs may also be
submitted if appropriate.

= A map, survey or site plan that indicates in sufficient detail what parcel or part of parcels is being
proposed as a landmark. Make note of any non-contributing elements that do not add to the historic
integrity or architectural qualities making the landmark site significant.

= Supplemental material, such as articles, pamphlets, maps, historical photographs, and other
documentation. This material is encouraged but not required.

Scope of Review, Per 78C of the Town Code, The Town Historic Commission will make an advisory
recommendation, within 45 days of receipt of a complete application, on any Landmark submission in the
Town of West Seneca.



Town of West Seneca

TOWN Of Historic Commission
W S West Seneca Town Hall
E ST E N ECA 1250 Union Road
PROUD PAST - UNLIMITED FUTURE™ West Seneca, New YOl’k 14224

HISTORIC COMMISSION LANDMARK APPLICATION
GENERAL INFORMATION & CONTACT FORM

Assessment Address : 919 Mill Road

Property Owner : Town of West Seneca

Owner Mailing Address : 1250 Union Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

Year(s) of Construction : 1843-1855 Architect / Builder : Unknown / Ebenezer Society

Original / Current Use : Residence Architectural Style :

Period of Significance : 1843 -1855 ( Moved 1957 )

Is the property eligible for or listed on the National Register of Historic Places ?

( Circle One) Undetermined / NotEligible / Eligible /

Has the property been documented in any historic resource survey ? If yes, include the documentation with this
application.

( Circle One) / No / Unknown

Is the property owner aware of this landmark application ? If No or Unknown, please provide evidence of
contact / awareness efforts.

( Circle One) / No / Unknown

Is the property owner in favor of this landmark application ? If yes, and applicant isn’t owner, please include
signed statement of support

( Circle One) / No / Unknown

Application Fee : A $50 application fee is required upon submission. If applicant is proposed landmark owner,
this fee does not apply.

Applicant :

Mailing Address :

Phone: E-mail :

Signature : Date:
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919 Mill Road, West Seneca, NY 14224
Local Landmark Application

On behalf of the Town of West Seneca Historic Preservation Commission, | respectfully submit this
nomination for Local Landmark status for the property located at 919 Mill Road, historically known as
the Lower Ebenezer Society House and the Community of True Inspiration Residence, and currently
home to the West Seneca Historical Society Museum. This nomination includes a description of the site’s
current condition, documentation of its historical significance, and related supporting materials.

Site Description and History:

The residence known today as the Lower Ebenezer Society House was constructed in stages between
1843 and 1855 by the Community of True Inspiration, a communal German religious society more
commonly referred to locally as the Ebenezer Society. This building is a rare surviving example of their
vernacular residential architecture and communal living practices.

Originally designed to house two families, the Zuber and Burgy households, the structure still retains
essential architectural elements associated with the Ebenezer’s shared-living ideology: a central hallway,
shared entrance, and absence of private kitchens, reflecting a communal food preparation model typical
of the society’s lifestyle.

In the late 1800s, following the decline of the communal settlement, the building was purchased and
modified by the Mayer family, who made adaptations aligned with emerging American domestic
expectations, including the addition of a rear kitchen/dining wing in the 1870s. In 1956, the structure
was relocated from its original site on Main Street to 919 Mill Road in order to preserve it from
demolition amid increasing development pressures. A small museum annex was added at that time to
support its evolving public use. The house was formally transferred to public stewardship in 1962, and it
has operated ever since as the West Seneca Historical Society Museum.

In 2013, the property was listed on both the State and National Registers of Historic Places due to its
architectural and cultural significance.

The building is a 1%-story, wood-frame structure with a gable roof, constructed in a vernacular style that
clearly expresses the architectural principles of the Ebenezer communal movement. Key original features
remain intact, including: A four-paneled front door (slightly modified with modern materials for safety
and weatherproofing), Wide plank wood flooring, particularly visible in the upstairs bedrooms, and the
original central hallway and plan that defined its communal purpose.

Later changes, including the rear wing (1870s) and display annex (1956), are visually and materially
distinct from the original structure. These additions demonstrate a natural evolution of use and
adaptation over time while preserving the building’s architectural integrity.



Criteria for Designation Compliance:
78C-11 A. Individual Landmark. The Commission may delineate an individual property as an individual
landmark if it:

1. Exemplifies or possesses special character, or historic of aesthetic interest of value as part of the
political, economic, or social history of the Town:

a. The structure is one of the few remaining, and most intact, examples of Ebenezer
Society residential architecture in the Town of West Seneca. It embodies the social
values and planning of their unique communal society that played a foundational role in
the town’s early development. Its survival provides a tangible link to this first phase of
settlement, offering rare insight into mid-19th century communal life in Western New
York.

2. Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history;

a. The property is directly associated with the Community of True Inspiration, one of the
most historically significant utopian communal societies in the United States. This
group’s ideals and built environment were precursors to their eventual migration to
lowa, where they founded the nationally recognized Amana Colonies. The preservation
of this house contributes to the broader understanding of these communities at both
state and national levels.

3. Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or design
style, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship or is
representative of the work of a designer, architect or builder

a. The design, both in plan and elevation of the residence is a prime example of the
communal living philosophy of the Ebenezer’s. Continued, accidentally sensitive
utilitarian alteration to the building reflective of the changing needs and perceptions of
occupants is clearly understood by rear additions making understanding the evolution of
the building readily understandable, yet reflective of the evolution of the larger town
simultaneously.

4. Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the community by virtue of its unique
locations or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and familiar visual feature
of the community; or

a. Despite it’s relocation, the Lower Ebenezer Society Home has gained local recognition in
it’s current 919 Mill St. location, nestled within a predominately residential neighborhood
but still in close proximity to other remaining ( altered ) Ebenezer properties
complimenting and anchoring the historic nature of it’s new, current, historic
surrounding.

5. Has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history

a. N/A While archaeological potential is not the focus of this nomination, the building’s
documented and layered evolution through oral history, physical fabric, and associated
materials continues to provide important educational value to scholars and the public
alike.
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1. BUILDING NAME (S): Ebenezer Residence
2. COUNTY: Erie _Town/ciTy: WeSt Seneca vy ace. . s
3. STREET LOCATION: 919 Mill R4. (uckaet At
4. OWNERSHIP:  a. public &J b private v ) pr7 ¢/
5. PRESENT OWNER:_Town of lWest Senesca Appress: 1250 Union Road =T
6. USE: Original: __Ebenezer residence Present: ___MUSBUM Lt W0
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: - Exterior visible from public road: Yes &1  No [J 2 A-32A
Interior accessible: Explain _Y8S==mMuUseum
DESCRIPTION
8. BUILDING a. clapboard K]  b. stone [J c. brick [J  d. board and batten [J
MATERIAL: e. cobblestone [] f. shingles (] g. stucco [J other:
9. STRUCTURAL a. wood frame with interlocking joints &
SYSTEM: b. wood frame with light members [
(if known) ¢. masonry load bearing walls (]
d. metal (explain)

e. other
10. CONDITION: a. excellent [x] b. good [J c. fair [ d. deteriorated D 4 :
11. INTEGRITY:  a. original site [] b. moved K1  if so,when? 1957--original site
c. list major alterations and dates (if known): 623 Main Street

concrete block basement
Portico and addition on rear
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known [X] b.zoning [} c. roads [J
d. developers [ e. deterioration []
: f. other:
15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY:
a. barn (] b. carriage house [] C. garage lj
d.privy (] e.shed f. greenhouse [}
g. shop [J  h. gardens [x]
i. landscape features:white fence in front
. j. other:
16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _(check more than one if necessary):
a.open land [] b. woodland [
c. scattered buildings [
d. densely built-up 4 e. commercial []

f. industrial (]  g. residential
h.other: across from Ebenezer Elementary School

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)
Located on east side of Mill St., inm a residential area of older homes,

across from the old Ebenezer Elementary School of the llest Seneca
Central School District (now closed due to decreased enrollmnt) and
diagonally across from the Masonic Temple.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known):

3 bay, 1% story center entrance simple vernacular style structure

with low pitch gable roof. Original Ebenezer door lock on front door.
Historical Museum contains many original Ebenezer artifacts (calico,
clothing, furniture, etc.) plus other historical items, and it also

houses the Frank Slade Reference Library. Reproduction of Ebenezer
stout post and horizontal board fence in front.
SIGNIFICANCE

19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: ___ 1843-1855

ARCHITECT: unknown

BUILDER: Ebenezer Society

An _INOTADIOAT AN ADOUIITECTIIDAT IMPOARTANCE-

---The Ebenezer Society ves 2 vtopian religiene
which first- settled inlﬁest Senecz in 1846?12¥Ehgiogpiirom G?rmanr
here oply ten years, it constructed 2 large numbergof Ffﬂ?lnea" {

c€en still be identified. The Society moved to Amana ?@a clngishICh
229 of the rgare utopian societies to survive to thi; dgwe_and i
ctates. The buildings, although extremely alteredg i Sl -t
important to the history of the society and e ﬁ.mOSt cases, are
societies in*the United States in general. % RS MRBLANE. oL ubopian

71. SOURCES: WESL JEnEva uEnusimzas Doory T ==
The Ebenezer Society, Frank J. Lankes, 1963
The Ebenezer Community of True Inspiration, Frank J. Lankes, #1949

22 ‘THEME:
Ebenezer Community Buildings




QL e

L T2l
afa

0581 u s Ji 547
4IzINIEI HIMOT

INNIAY L1Sv3

o

u\o.mlu‘.wm\\ll;
.\l\ltlﬁ\\\\‘ wivd

AMWWMWNMMWMWLWWH&HHHIIA
|II|IIII|]IIII|I..|IIII

= =l
Is g
= e
=)
£l
l.llnlhl“l‘llllllll
v!du
n.EI.NJ.EVOVH.
3 ® 3 ¥
A
vmﬁ«.ﬂﬁ
g1
s e e P
\\.\u\\\ﬂ.\_\ﬂﬂ\n\u\ﬂu\
b =
PN G o
.rﬁu..rv..rmn
FPRRVETEE A =

233wl S

H LY omN




	Assessment Address: 919 Mill Road
	Property Owner: Town of West Seneca
	Owner Mailing Address: 1250 Union Road, West Seneca, NY 14224
	Years) of Construction: 1843-1855
	Architect / Builder: Unknown / Ebenezer Society
	Original / Current Use: Residence 
	Architectural Style: 
	Period of Significance: 1843 -1855 ( Moved 1957 )
	Applicant: 
	Mailing Address: 
	Phone: 
	E-mail: 
	Date: 


